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Head Teacher’s Update
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Despite the relatively short 
terms since Christmas, the 

weeks have again been full of 
activities, events, competitions 
and visits. Visitors to school have 
included “Tomorrow’s Engineers”, 
who were impressed with 
Year 8 students’ creativity, and 
Shakespeare Live! who performed 
to Year 7 and some Year 6 guests 
from local primaries. 

Year 11 students have been to 
London (British Film Institute), 
to local firms (Fat Toni’s) and 
also to the Everyman Theatre in 
Cheltenham to watch ‘Of Mice and 
Men’, one of their GCSE English 
Literature texts. Year 10 top maths 
students went to Balcarras for 
a maths enrichment course and 
our mixed aged geography team 
performed exceptionally well at 
the ‘Worldwise’ Quiz at Pate’s, 

Achievements Evening

On 1st December, Year 11 leavers 
joined with parents and staff in our 

annual presentation evening.  Students 
were nominated by each subject area 
to receive prizes as well as major prize 
winners being selected. 

Head Teacher’s Special Award
Leah Sharpe

Performing Arts Award
Jasmine Sweetland

Governors’ Special Award
Lamorran Trevenna

Support Teachers’ Special Award
Chelsea Young

Teachers’ Special Award
Georgina Brain

Humanities Award
Lauren Hogan

Tom Moore Trophy
Bram Bax-Pratt

Jasmine Sweetland

Georgina Brain

Lamorran Trevenna

Leah Sharpe

coming third and beating a number 
of teams from grammar and 
independent schools. 

We were delighted that Maidenhill 
was chosen to host some of the 
filming for ‘Hugh’s War on Waste’ 
recently and look forward to seeing 
the footage on BBC1 in May. 
Meanwhile our Year 8 budding 
journalists have been writing, 
interviewing and filming as part 
of the BBC Schools Project. It will 
be good to see their work on the 
BBC website, www.bbc.co.uk/
schoolreport.

We are hoping students will add 
to Maidenhill’s ‘Miles to Rio’ by 
running, swimming or walking 
in the lead up to the Olympic 
Games, in addition to the mile they 
completed on Sport Relief Day 
here in school. Fundraising is also 

being planned by the Year 8 team 
going to the Longfield Games in 
the summer. On the last day of 
this term, we will once again be 
hosting Japanese students and 
look forward to welcoming them to 
Maidenhill. 

We wish our skiers well as they set 
off for Andorra and look forward 
to seeing all the photos on their 
return. The preparations have 
included skiing at Gloucester dry 
ski slope as well as fitness training 
here in our very own gym.

I thank all the staff who give so 
willingly of their time to organise 
all these extra activities and events 
giving our students many different 
opportunities and experiences. For 
a small school we offer an amazing 
range and diversity. I hope you all 
have a relaxing Easter break.

Mrs Wilson - Headteacher
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Aimhigher Event

On Friday 29 January, the University of 
Gloucestershire hosted an Aimhigher event for 

some of our Year 9 students to encourage them to 
think about their future, specifically with regards to 
considering the possibility of going to university. 

During the morning we had a tour of the Park Campus 
showing all of their impressive facilities, the lecture 
theatres and halls of residence. The tours were 
conducted by a student ambassador who provided our 
students with a great insight into university life.

The students also took part in a session encouraging 
them to consider what qualifications are needed for 
different careers and how they might affect their 
pathways through education, training and employment. 
In addition they explored the reasons why people go 
to university and the range of courses available at both 
Further Education and Higher Education institutes. 

On Wednesday 2nd March, some Year 10 
students were invited to participate in a 

school visit to the Stroud & South Gloucestershire 
College at Berkeley Green Campus. This ‘under 
development’, state of the art college was delighted 
to be hosting a free event for Year 10 students, 
to help inspire and raise aspiration. There was 
a carousel of workshops aimed at encouraging 
students to think about their future as well as 
developing skills to help maximise exam success.

The visit was a huge success and our students came 
back enthused about the possibility of studying 
at an establishment such as The Stroud & South 
Gloucestershire College.

Aspiration Day

Maths Enrichment

On Monday 29th February, a group of around fifteen 
students from Year 10, set 1 maths, went on a maths 

enrichment day at Balcarras School in Cheltenham.  We took 
part in multiple rounds of maths quizzes during the morning, 
as well as presentations by various lecturers about higher 
education mathematics later in the afternoon. Firstly, within 
groups in our school we answered warm-up questions.
Then we broke off into different groups with people from 
various Gloucestershire schools and answered questions from 
different rounds within those groups for prizes.  In the end, we 
all enjoyed ourselves, and so did Mrs Anderson by taking us all! 

Hayley Cooper, 10FMS
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This term some of our Year 8 students have taken part in the BBC 
school report project.  This has involved researching and creating 

news articles that they think are important and prominent to our school 
and community.

Our school news website has now been established and we went live on 
March 10th when we turned our classroom into a fully operational news 
room! 
www.maidenhillschoolreport.wordpress.com
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Teacher Trailblazer

We are pleased to announce 
that Miss Kedward has 

been selected from hundreds of 
teaching staff around the world to 
become a Teacher Trailblazer for 
The Poetry Society.  Each year the 
society picks out a few teachers 
who have shown dedication, 
passion and flair for teaching 
poetry in school and award them 
the title of ‘Teacher Trailblazer’. 
Teacher Trailblazers share their 
tips with other teachers to 
promote best practice in poetry 
teaching and receive one-year 
membership to The Poetry Society 
for the school. She was selected 
due to the superb quality of 
entries that were submitted to 
Foyle Young Poets of the Year 
Award 2015 and because of 
the number of students she has 
helped to inspire.  

Miss Kedward’s biggest passion 
is poetry and she is a keen writer.  
She has recently had her first 
piece of work published in an 
anthology and has won numerous 
competitions over the years – 
even one that was judged by Jamie 
Oliver! She enjoys sharing her 
success stories with her students 
and tells them that anything is 
possible and if they work hard 
enough their talents will be 
recognised and celebrated.

BBC School Report

Geography Worldwise Quiz

On 8th February, 3 enthusiastic geography students travelled to 
Pate’s School in Cheltenham for a global quiz full of quickfire, 

picture and memory rounds that each student both enjoyed and tried 
their best at.

There were multiple rounds on multiple subjects such as capital cities, 
landmarks, OS maps and geography fieldwork.  The competition was 
close run all the way to the tiebreaker.  Our team was joint third and have 
certificates to remember the event.

Tom Brady, 10DKG

Horrible History Club
Horrible History club meets 

every Tuesday lunchtime. 
The club is run by Year 10 students 
and is a chance for students from all 
years to meet and talk about history.  
This term we have been learning 
about suffragette protests and the 
death of Emily Wilding Davison.  
We have also learned about Henry 
VIII’s health problems as well as 
completing quizzes on the Gorgeous 
Georgians and the Vile Victorians.
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Shakespeare

March 3rd was World Book Day. In celebration of this, Maidenhill 
students were challenged to complete a book character quiz. 40 

teachers were given a clue and students were challenged to track down 
these members of staff and solve each clue. Lots of our students took 
part and it was a very enjoyable activity for both staff and students.

World Book Day

Tales from the Library!
 Natalie Jennings and Amberlea Jones are complete stars. They’ve 

 volunteered to create a historical fiction timeline. So far, they’ve added 
 as many historical novels as they could find on the shelves to a 
 spread-sheet, plotted against the time period in the story.  Now they 
 are creating a large display piece for the humanities area. Meanwhile 
 Mrs Escott-Allen has a copy of the spreadsheet and will continue to 
 add to it. If you’re interested in reading about a particular time period 
 in a way that brings it to life, why not ask her to search it for you?

 As ever, the Library Assistants continue to work hard after school on 
 Thursdays to keep up with all the labelling, book stamping, covering of 
 books and some of the cataloguing of new books. As a reward they 
 had a fabulous Christmas party (with party games & prizes & mince 
 pies!). Thanks to all of them – they really do make a huge difference.

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN: 
Monday & Friday: 10.30am – 3.15pm and 
Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday : 10.30am – 4.00pm

Students can borrow up to four items at a time and ten laptops 
are available for loan at lunchtimes and after school for 
independent study, research and other educational purposes.

As part of their unit of work on 
Macbeth, Year 8 have been 

creating “Shakepeare Shoeboxes”.  
They were showcased on Tuesday 
8th March and prizes were 
awarded to Daisey Stephenson, 
Jasmine Fox, Clare Wilson, 
Amy Friend and Bradley Tyrrell. 
One special winner was chosen 
by Mrs Wilson. 

This year marks the 400th 
anniversary of Shakespeare’s 
death and on Tuesday 15th March 
“Shakespeare Live” performed to 
the whole of Year 7. 

Of Mice and Men

On 24th February, 53 Year 
11 students travelled to the 

Cheltenham Everyman Theatre.  
The purpose; to watch the 
production of “Of Mice and Men”.  
We did this as a form of revision 
to help us with our upcoming 
English Literature exams.  For 
me, this proved very successful 
and helped me to remember the 
book we previously read.  I think 
this helped a number of other 
students to remember the book 
and most of the students who 
attended said they would love to 
go and see it again.

Millie Wright, 11DCT



In January, Year 11 hospitality students were 
challenged to set up a pizza catering company in 

a small team.  Using the expert knowledge of local 
businessman and former student, Jason Orsi of Fat Toni’s, 
they researched how a business operates and planned 
how best to sell pizzas to staff.  They had to think about 
corporate image including company name, logo and 
advertising slogan/campaign.

Nathan Hawkins, 11FCM said ”the food we made was 
easy to make and to a high standard.  If we did this event 
again, we would try to sell more pizzas to make more 
profit. The thing I enjoyed most was shaping the dough 
and putting the pizzas in the oven but I found it hard 
putting the sauce on the pizza.  I found the research part 
useful because I found out how to cost the pizzas and 
how important planning is.  I also realised how important 
teamwork and working efficiently is.”
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On 25th February Year 10 and 11 Media groups travelled to London for 
the AQA science fiction study day at The British Film Institute, Sci-Fi is 

the topic for our written exam in May. After a long journey we arrived at the 
BFI; on our way there we saw various landmarks such as the London Eye and 
Buckingham Palace. When we reached the facility we were seated in a large 
auditorium with other visiting schools. The building itself is a marvellous 
structure and had state of the art features. 

When the presentation started we were informed about the GCSE Media 
exam questions and shown various clips from famous sci-fi films such as Star 
Wars, Star Trek and The Avengers.  After a short break we were shown a 
30-minute section from an independent science fiction film called Monsters. 
After watching the extract we were tasked with creating a marketing 
campaign during our lunch break.  During lunch we got to explore the 
Embankment alongside the River Thames; there were various street artists 
and other things to discover.  After lunch, the presentations made by other 
schools were entertaining to watch and it was interesting to see what ideas 
they had come up with. This was helpful and we will consider this when we 
do similar activities in our lessons. 

We were then asked to take part in a question and answer session with a 
guest visitor from Vertigo Films.  She was the Head Marketing Consultant at 
the company and did the marketing for films such as Monsters, Street Dance 
and Spring Breakers.  This was a good activity to take part in as we got to 
know what jobs Media Studies could lead to and the process of how films are 
marketed. 

Overall, we found the information given on the day to be very useful and 
helpful for the exam. 

Faye Avinante and Jordan Marks, 11FDH

British Film InstituteYear 7 Castle Competition

As a unit of work on castles 
Year 7 students completed an 

independent study project in which 
they had to research medieval 
castle design and then design and 
build a castle model. As always, the 
work produced was of a very high 
standard.  

This year’s class winners were 
Phoenix Masson-Day, Simon 
Bermingham, Chelsey Mauler, 
Cristian Rieger, Leo Lees, Cameron 
Scott-Taggart and Mia Bennett.

The 3 overall winners were Oliver 
Cousins, Kieran Marks and Eve 
Phillips.

Fat Toni’s Pizza



Football
The PE department would like to 
congratulate the boys’ football teams for 
their dedication and motivation to training, 
fixtures and overall teamwork particularly the members of the Year 11 boys’ 
team. The players have stuck together over 5 years and have produced some 
amazing performances, showing a lot of skill, enthusiasm and commitment to 
school football.  

Mr Clements would like to wish them all the very best for the future and good 
luck with their final GCSE exams.

The Year 8/9 girls’ football team are very motivated and committed and 
support all team members.  Our most recent football fixture against Sir 
William Romney’s School was positive with the team achieving an impressive 
victory of 5 – 1. The team also defeated Sir William Romney’s at the U14 
7-a-side tournament and drew against Archway and Stroud High.

Forest Green Rovers girls U15s football team goal keeper, Tia Allen, has 
performed outstandingly to save several goals this season and coach her team 
throughout games.  Tia has been sharing her knowledge with Year 8 goal 
keeper Toni Laming-Mann.

The following students have displayed a high level of passion for football and 
commitment to training outside of school:
Ben Stopford  - Forest Green Rovers U12s, Goal keeper. Lewis Carpenter, 
Jonny Moss and Christian Reiger – Swindon Town U12s. Kit Thomas – 
Gloucester Rugby Development Squad. Jordan Cooper – Cirencester Town 
U15s. Lewis Bainbridge – Cirencester Town / Stroud School District squad 
U15s. Jack Mace and Josh Strange – Cheltenham Town football development 
squad U16s. Brad Loveridge and Ollie Counter – Gloucester City U16s.
Let’s keep our fingers crossed for these students and hope we have a potential 
future football star in the making.

7

SPORT
 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SPRING 2016

Netball
After attending two county netball 
trials Fatima Benchikh has been 
selected to represent the county. 
This is a great achievement and 
we wish Fatima all the best in her 
matches representing the county.

Gloucestershire 
Schools Table Tennis 
Championships
Congratulations to Stan Shilton 
in Year 7 who won comfortably in 
straight sets in the Gloucestershire 
Schools Table Tennis Championships 
in January.

Nearly 50 boys and girls from schools 
around the county competed to win 
in the under 11s, under 13s , under 
16s and under 19s competition at 
Waterwells.  

All of the winners now move on to 
represent Gloucestershire at the 
English Schools National Finals in 
Wolverhampton in April.

Ski Trip Preparation
On the 5th of February, around 35 students 
went to Gloucester Ski and Snowboard 
centre in Matson to complete a two hour ski 
session in preparation for our upcoming Ski 
Trip. This involved basic skills such as having 
our equipment fitted, skiing positions and a 
step-by-step talk.  We think this session has thoroughly helped us all improve 
our skiing techniques ready for Andorra on the 25th of March; we are all eager 
to go! 

You can follow our activities when we are away by going to the following site 
www.maidenhillski.wix.com/2016

By Hayley Cooper, Tyler Murray & Harry Alliss



TERM 5
Monday 11th April Start of Term 5

Thursday 21st April Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday

Thursday 5th May Full Governing Body Meeting

Wednesday 11th May 
– Friday 13th May Year 10 – Geography Field Visit

Monday 16th May GCSE Exams Start

Wednesday 18th May Year 10 Internal Exams Start

Saturday 21st May Boulogne Visit

Friday 27th May End of Term 5

TERM 6
Monday 6th June Start of Term 6

Tuesday 21st June GCSE Exams Finish

Thursday 23rd June Full Governing Body Meeting

Tuesday 28th June Sports Day (p.m.)

Wednesday 29th June Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 30th June Summer Concert – 7pm

Friday 1st July INSET DAY

Thursday 7th July Year 11 Leavers’ Ball – 7pm

Friday 8th July Year 6 Discovery Day

Monday 11th July Year 6 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 21st July End of Term 6

Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Maidenhill was chosen as a venue to 
film for BBC One’s series Hugh’s War 

on Waste, presented by Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall.

As part of the series, they are looking at 
community efforts around the country to 
reduce waste and increase recycling.

On Thursday 3rd March they brought some 
technicians onto site and invited members of 
the community, including students and staff 
to bring along their old electrical items that 
were in need of repair. The aim being to show 
that it is important that we attach value to our 
electronic items, as they hold such valuable 
resources inside them and, actually, they’re 
often not as difficult to fix as people think! 

The programme is due to be screened in May.

War on Waste

Year 11 students have all now received a careers interview 
and I have enjoyed working with them, hearing about their 

ideas and aspirations. They have completed more in-depth 
research about their choices this year and are taking the 
opportunity to consider all of the possibilities fully. I would like to 
wish them well with their revision and exams.

I have also met with many Year 9 students to discuss their 
preferences for KS4. I am looking forward to working with the 
Year 8 and Year 10 students during term 5. 

In January, some guest speakers from different professions came 
into school to talk to students about their jobs and give them a 
clearer insight into what different careers actually involve.  These 
talks were during a Wednesday lunchtime break and attendance 
was optional.  It was great to see some Year 9 and 10 students 
attending these sessions.  We will be looking to arrange further 
talks later in the year.

There will be opportunities for Year 10 students to attend 
taster sessions at local colleges and sixth forms later in the 
academic year and information will be given to students over the 
coming months.  This is an excellent way for students to gain an 
awareness of different courses and subjects to help them make 
decisions in Year 11. 

Just a reminder, there are a number of careers books and a list of 
careers websites in the library for students to read and use for 
research or to gain inspiration.

Kim Harris - Careers Adviser

Careers Update


